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LITTLE  LANE  LINK   to  TRAILWAY 

  
                                       
 

 
 

 
 
Project Description    
 
Little Lane is an unclassified public highway under ownership of Dorset County Council 
Highways Department.  It is shown for identification by a red dotted line on the map above 
and in more detail on the Project Leaflet attached.  It was recognised nationally by 
CyclingUK as ‘Best Campaign’ for 2016.  The Project is being managed by a small group of 
volunteer residents of Okeford Fitzpaine  led by its Footpaths Officer  Mr Jeremy Gartside. 
  
Also known as Mill Lane, at just under a mile long, Little Lane runs north-east from Mill 
Farm, sited 0.5km from village centre, and connects Shillingstone Lane to the A357 at 
Hambledon Farm opposite Hayward Lane on northwest side of Shillingstone.   It is mostly 
within Okeford Fitzpaine Parish but extends into Shillingstone Parish at its northeast end.   
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Whilst it was once a well used and reasonably well maintained road, it has fallen into 
disrepair over past decades.  Though there is no evidence of a tarmaced surface, there is a 
firm hardcore base beneath excessive mud for much of the Lane’s length. 
The current state of the Lane is that it is impassable for most people, though it is used by 
mountain bikers and occasional horseriders, motorbikers, off-road vehicles and farm 
machinery.  It requires significant investment to return it to a state usable by, and attractive 
to, active travellers such as pedestrians and cyclists. 
  
The two main issues which need to be addressed are drainage and surfacing.  Drainage must 
be dealt with before base and dressing surfaces are applied.  There are four areas where 
water does not drain away or where it seeps from adjoining fields down the Lane.  These 
areas make up a relatively small part of the Lane’s length, while most of it only needs mud 
scraping, levelling and resurfacing. 
  
While not intending to provide a road surface attractive to motor vehicle users, we wish the 
finished surface to be at least the standard of the North Dorset Trailway and to be clearly 
signed to and from Okeford Fitzpaine village. 
  
There will be a capital cost at the outset and possibly some minor maintenance costs in the 
future.  At the present time, there are volunteers from the community willing and able to 
prune vegetation and surface patch as necessary. 
  
While the Highways Authority neither have, nor foresee, funds available to improve the 
Lane’s condition, Dorset County Council fully endorse the Project team’s efforts to date and 
their aspirations for the Lane’s future, its engineers having made site visits  and earmarked a 
quantity of recycled road planings, currently stored nearby for use on the Lane when 
funding is available to transport them. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

How will the Project benefit the Village’s inhabitants ? 
  
Little Lane is a quiet rural lane bordered exclusively by agricultural land with a few 
residential and farm buildings at each end.  The Lane’s gradients are slight, making it ideal 
for cyclists and pedestrians of all ages and abilities.   
It leads directly from Okeford Fitzpaine village to the A357 and access to the North Dorset 
Trailway at the new carpark by Shillingstone old Station and the River Stour.   For active 
travellers to/fro the Trailway and beyond, Little Lane is potentially the most attractive and  
the safest route.   
From Okeford Fitzpaine village centre, Little Lane is directly accessible by public footpaths  
or by cycle or horseback via 500m of Shillingstone Lane.  Villagers wishing to exercise a dog 
would be able to do so without the need to drive and park near the Trailway as currently is 
the practice, thus reducing motor traffic and consequential wear and tear on the Village’s 
access roads. 
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The River Stour which runs northwest/southeast through the Blackmore Vale is rich in 
wildlife and is just a mile away from the Village via Little Lane.  Also near are visitor 
attractions at Shillingstone with its iconic railway station and events held there, Bere Marsh 
Farm with its campsite, woodland burial ground and organic farm specialising 
in Cashmere goats and the Lavender Farm at Fiddleford.  Little Lane leads directly via 
Hayward Lane to Child Okeford’s facilities including doctors’ surgery  and to Hambledon Hill 
at 3.5km distance, to Sturminster Newton town at 6km, and Blandford town at 10km, the 
latter being a 45min running route, a 35min cycle or 2hour walk for a person of reasonable 
fitness  and all away from the noise, fumes and fear of motor traffic being via our North 
Dorset Trailway.   
   
Walkers, runners, cyclists and horseriders would be attracted to use Little Lane, enjoying its 
associated health and wellbeing benefits both for leisure or travel to work, school and the 
nearby towns and villages.  Presently  would-be active travellers to these destinations are 
deterred by their choice of routes namely Shillingstone Lane and Castle Lane  both being 
narrow, winding and hilly and carrying de-restricted fast moving  through and local traffic  
including buses and large commercial lorries.  Okeford Fitzpaine is currently experiencing a 
big growth due to new housing development and the consequential increase in people 
movement both in and out of the village.  Another route choice and mode of travel has long 
been needed and requested. 
  
We expect that this missing link will benefit the village and its residents by bringing people 
here to live, attend, visit and support its school, church, shop, pub, village hall, football 
ground, and micro businesses. 
  
It is estimated that more than half the Dorset local adult population are overweight or 

obese with a third of these being classified as obese. Sedentary lifestyles and obesity are a 
significant risk to health.  They are known to lead to several long term conditions such as 
high blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes, strokes, and some cancers. 
The cost of one stroke to the health economy including social care is £24,000.  Diabetes is a 
significant risk to health and  each minute in England  £25,000 is spent by the NHS on 
treating the disease and its complications.   In Dorset there are some 40,000 people with 
diabetes and the county has one of the highest prevalence rates in England which is 
increasing annually.  Preventing just a few cases of diabetes through healthier lifestyles will 
reduce health spend and potentially social care expenditure from amputations and other 
complications.  Many cancers are known to be caused through poor lifestyle habits, and 
cancer is now likely to affect 1 in 2 people.  
It is known that regular and frequent physical exercise such as walking and cycling 
significantly reduces these risks and gives a person the fitness of someone ten years their 
junior.  In addition, walking and cycling is recognised as reducing stress and improving 
mental health  and increasing a sense of happiness and wellbeing.  Walking and cycling are 
cheap or free forms of physical exercise and can be incorporated into one’s daily life 
pattern.  When undertaken in company, walking and cycling improve social mobility and 
cohesion particularly among younger people. 
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How much will the Project cost? 
 
2x Quotations + 1x Estimate (attached) have been obtained from local specialist contractors 
as follows: 
 
1.   Mark FARWELL                            £  42,500. + VAT  =  £51,000. 
2.   ND YOUNG TRANSPORT                 44,950. + VAT  =  £53,940. 
3.   R B SNOOK BUILDING LTD             estimated £55-61,000. + VAT   
 
Erection of Signage at both ends of Little Lane - estimated cost    £2,000 + VAT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding the Project 

An outline application (in name of Councillor Gartside on behalf of Okeford Fitzpaine Parish 

Council) for a Rural Development Programme grant  has been successfully made to North 

Dorset Local Action Group  for up to 80% of the Project costs from its LEADER Scheme which 

is funded by The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.  As such, the Scheme’s 

funding will be available until early 2019 when the UK’s withdrawal from the European 

Union will terminate it.  We have been invited to lodge a Full Application by early May 2017 

and a decision would be expected later this summer.   

Our application was based on estimated Project costings of £60,000. and thus a grant of 

£48,000. leaving the 20% balance to be sourced elsewhere.  Any LEADER grant would be 

paid retrospectively on production of receipted invoices for a completed project and thus is 

conditional on the balance being found from another source and also the ability to fund the 

whole Project up front. 

The Dorset Leader Leaflet is attached, giving more information. 
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Is the Project supported by our parishioners ? 

In 2015-16, parishwide survey, findings undertaken in preparation for a Neighbourhood Plan 

revealed a high level of support  among parishioners for a safer link route to the Trailway on 

foot and by bicycle as well as horseriding.    

87% of replies stated they would use such route for leisure access while 37% said they 

would use it to get to work  and over 70% said they would support investment in such a link.   

Additionally, at a Neighbourhood Plan information event, nine members of the community 

signed up to offer their help with fundraising, giving of their time, manpower and building 

skills to the Project.   

Over the past eighteen months, small groups of local volunteer residents have worked to 

clear blocked and damaged drainage, thus reducing the floods in the Lane, and have 

removed hundreds of tons of mud from the Lane’s surface to make it more user friendly.   

This all combines to show there is a very high level of support among parishioners for 

bringing back Little Lane into a useable state of repair with a desire to use the Lane for 

physical exercise and practicality of travel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremy  &  Dilys Gartside   pp 

‘Little Lane Link to Trailway’ Project Group 

Cookwell 

Back Lane 

Okeford Fitzpaine 

DT11 0RD       

01258  860157 

 


